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mce of Math. \

The famous mathematician Gauss was born in a poor rural family. He was very talented
in mathematics, and he can the mistakes in his father's ledger at the age of three,
it was amazing! At that time, the math teacher who came from the city always felt that
the children in the countryside were not as smart as the children in the city, and their
math were not good as well.

One day, to train the students' ability to do addition, the teacher gave the students an
exercise and said: "You count, 1 plus 2 plus 3... until 100, what is the answer?" After
hearing this, the students took out pen and paper and ‘started counting‘.

After a short while, little Gauss raised his hand and said, "Teacher, | got the answer..."

Before little Gauss finished speaking, the teacher didn't even glance at the paper, and
said: "It's wrong, calculate again!"
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Little Gauss quickly checked the again, and said loudly: "Teacher, | did not
make any mistake!” After speaking, he walked out of his seat and stretched out the paper
in front of the teacher. The teacher, who didn't want ‘to be disturbed‘ at first, looked down
and saw "five thousand and fifty" written on it, and he couldn't help being [surprised.

He couldn't believe that such a calculation, could be solved so quickly by a
student in the second grade of elementary school. So he asked little Gauss: "How did you
figure it out?"

Little Gauss replied: "l didn't add one by one in the order of 1 plus 2 plus 3... Teacher,
look, the sum of the two numbers at the beginning and the end is the same. 1 plus 100 is
101, 2 plus9is 101, 3 plus 98 is also 101... Adding the numbers one after the other has a

total of 50 pairs of 101s . Finally, | multiplied 101 by 50 to get 5050." /
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After hearing Gauss's answer, the teacher was shocked, because this was the first time
he knew that this math problem can be calculated this way. He looked with surprise at the
‘shabbily dressed| student.

"Whose child is this? You are so smart!"

The teacher appreciated his talent and decided to train the little Gauss, he and bought
the best arithmetic books from the big city for the little Gauss, to satisfy the little Gauss'
\thirst for knowledge|.

After Little Gauss graduated from elementary school, the teacher even contacted the
locals to be his sponsors, allowing him to obtain free middle school education. Gauss even

&ntered university to further his studies. /
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The university professor often gave Gauss math problems. This day is unusual; in the
past, the professor always gives Gauss three questions every day, but today he

and gave him four. Gauss successfully completed the first three questions within
two hours. However, in the fourth question he was asked to draw a regular heptagon with
only a and a ruler without scale. He ‘cracked his head‘ and failed to draw it.

Time passed by, it was already two o'clock in the morning, and there was still
on the fourth question. He found that all the mathematics knowledge he had
learned didn't seem to help solve this problem at all. However, such a ignited
Gauss' fighting spirit: he simply stayed up all night and determined to complete it!

The light appeared in the window , Gauss ’heaved a sigh of reIieﬂ when he finally drew a
beautiful regular heptagon as required!

Additional note: compass here refers to the geometric tool for drawing circle (in Malay — Jangka Lukis), not
the compass for direction.
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/In the morning, Gauss went to see the professor with the answers

to the four math problems. He felt guiltily and said to the professor:
"The fourth question you gave me, | actually took all night. |
‘meet up to your expectationsl......"

The professor took Gauss' homework and asked Gauss in a
‘trembling voice|: "Did you really do this yourself? How many times did
you try?"

Gauss looked at the professor feeling confused, and replied, "It took
me a whole night to do it, and | did it ‘countless times‘!"

The professor took out the compasses and ruler, |spread| the paper

che desk, and asked him to draw another heptagon in front of him/
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/When Gauss finished, the professor excitedly said to him: "Did you know? You have \
solved a mathematical problem of more than two thousand years old! Not even
Archimedes or Newton could solve this problem. And you managed to do it in one night,
you're a math !"
It turned out that the professor had always wanted to solve this mathematical problem.
That day, he made a mistake and clipped the paper together with Gauss's homework.
k In the end, Gauss is known as the "Prince of Mathematics". /

Not for sale — distributed freely for education purpose.
More resources at https://multilingual-malaysian.github.io/SRJKC_resources/



https://multilingual-malaysian.github.io/SRJKC_resources/

sl EEin BA

feng
};(L o F R

jie 0 san gt ye

ﬁb}" /%-f— }\""'

néng kai ér yué hua

sk — g B
At 9:[_ _ };J A o
guod jiang gian cht Ian

5 FF RE,

o ri zhG wan gan xié

NHTH

Not for sale — distributed freely for education purpose.
More resources at https://multilingual-malaysian.github.io/SRJKC_resources/



https://multilingual-malaysian.github.io/SRJKC_resources/

