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Get close to traditional games. 
We all played games when we were little. In the era when there were no computers or 

game consoles, our parents could only find simple materials around them, and call out to 

friends to play games together. They experienced an unforgettable communal life with 

their friends. This kind of experience has also become a conversational topic whenever 

they are back in hometowns visiting their relatives during festive seasons. 

"Your uncle and I love to hide behind the green shrubs and peek around secretly..." 

When my mother returned to her hometown, she would always talk about the interesting 
games played in her childhood. This time, I knew she was talking about hide and seek. 

In this game, one person is blindfolded, counts in a crisp and loud voice, while the 

others quickly find a place to hide. He starts looking for his companions after the count of 

ten. 

Not for sale – distributed freely for education purpose.  

More resources at https://multilingual-malaysian.github.io/SRJKC_resources/ 
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Before I entered school, my mother often played hide-and-seek with me in the house. I 

hid behind the door, in the closet, and even got under the bed, but my mother still found 

me. Whenever I was discovered, I would smile and feel warm in my heart. 

When mentioning "The eagle catches the chicks", my mother still remembers clearly: 

"We had so much fun at that time, whether it was recess or after school, as soon as the 

bell rang, we would rush out of the classroom to play. The sound of children playing and 
having fun is the most beautiful music of my childhood!" 

I know this kind of group game is more fun when more people participate. First, a 
person who is agile should be selected as the "eagle", while a tall person is selected as the 
"hen", and the rest of the weak people will form a long queue to be the "chicks". 

At the beginning of the game, the ferocious "Eagle" rushes towards the "Chicks". At 

this time, the "Hen" will resist tenaciously with open arms to protect a group of cute 
"Chicks". The "chicks" grabbed the waist of the person in front with both hands and try to 
stay connected tightly behind the "hen". 

Not for sale – distributed freely for education purpose.  

More resources at https://multilingual-malaysian.github.io/SRJKC_resources/ 
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With the two sides attacking and defending, if the "eagle" with strong and easily 

angered, he will be so frustrated until he sweats profusely, and will not know what to do. If 

the "eagle" is clear-headed and observes carefully, it moves forwards and backwards, left 
and right, tiring out the "chicks" after a long time and one “chick” will eventually fall prey. 
In fact, all the chicks might all be “eaten”. 

I also heard from my father that the game he played most when he was a child was 

hopscotch. The open space not far from the old house was his childhood playground. 

At that time, whenever children of similar age see someone drawing a grid on the mud 

floor, no matter it was a scorching afternoon or a humid evening, they would, without 

exception, take out rubber bands from their trouser pockets and come over with the 
words " "Rock, paper, scissors" sort out who should go first, and then start the game. 

Not for sale – distributed freely for education purpose.  

More resources at https://multilingual-malaysian.github.io/SRJKC_resources/ 
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At the start of the game, they throw the rubber band in their hand towards the grid, 

then jump into each grid with one foot, and jump over the grid with the rubber band. The 
more participants, the higher the chance of encountering the obstacle grid; the higher the 
difficulty of crossing, the more cheers amidst the shouting of "don't slow down, jump!". 

Whoever jumps all the grids first is eligible to choose a grid to be the “house” owner, and 

other people must agree to the owner's conditions when jumping into these taken grids. 
In the end, whoever has more "houses" is the big winner and is eligible to take away the 

rubber bands of others. Dad loves to joke, and often said that he became a "real estate 

tycoon" when he was very young. 

Now, my companions/friends and I have other things to play in our spare time, and 

those traditional games are unfamiliar and distant to us. However, through the memory 

trove of my parents, it’s as if I played it again and again in person and experienced the 

happy time of my parents' childhood. 

Not for sale – distributed freely for education purpose.  

More resources at https://multilingual-malaysian.github.io/SRJKC_resources/ 
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