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The pact at the peach garden

Taoyuan Jieyi (the pact at the peach garden) is a story in "The Romance of the Three
Kingdoms". The story tells that although Liu Bei, Guan Yu and Zhang Fei are not actual
brothers, they become sworn brothers, and they treat each other with sincerity. They
‘established overnight‘.

At the end of the Eastern Han Dynasty, the ‘corruption‘ of the imperial court coupled
with years of }famine\ made ]Iife very difficult for the people\. This caused dissatisfied people
to attack officers and soldiers and set off a M. To strengthen the troops, the government
officials were sent to various towns to post bulletins to ‘recruit soldiers‘.

On this day, a man with a gentle demeanour came out of the crowd, he carried straw
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\sandals on his shoulders, he let out a long sigh|.
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/Suddenly, a voice as loud as a bell sounded from behind him: "You are sighing, why
don't you |serve the country]?" The person who sighed was Liu Bei. He looked back and
saw that the person who asked him was a , bearded man, so he replied: "I
intend to save the people, but | don't have enough strength, so | sighed."

The man heard this and said: "My surname is Zhang, name is fei. | like to make
friends with heroes, and | also have a heart to contribute to the country.” Liu Bei was
overjoyed, so he went to the teahouse with Zhang Fei to discuss big plans. While they
were , @ man with a red face stepped into the shop. Liu Bei saw
that he was mighty and majestic, so he quickly invited him to sit with them. After
hearing Liu Bei and Zhang Fei's plan, he was very happy and was willing to join them

Qis person was Guan Yu. /
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/Zhang Fei them to go his house and continue their discussion. There is a pzh
of stone lions in front of Zhang Fei's house; a in the backyard. At that
time, the peach blossoms in the garden were in full bloom and the scenery was
beautiful. Zhang Fei suggested: "Since we are , why not in this
garden to become brothers." Liu Bei and Guan Yu both agreed, so they knelt facing the
peach blossom tree, swore to the sky with their fists clasped, and then bowed to each
other. They are ranked according to age, Liu Bei is the eldest, Guan Yu is the second,
and Zhang Fei is the youngest.

Since then, the three of them were one in heart and ‘never wavered‘. Cao Cao was
afraid of Liu Bei's growing power, so he led an army to attack Liu Bei. Liu Bei's army

\was insufficient, and they couldn't resist and were defeated. /
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/ The three brothers were on the battlefield. During the months of war, \

they searched for each other. Once they learned of each other's news, no matter
whether it was true or false, they would rush to the front line to find each other. In the
end, they got together again, such strong bond, it was so touching.

The deep bond between the three is based on their noble and sincere personality.
The bond was deepened through . "True friendship is seen in adversity, and
true sincerity is seen in difficulty", although they are not actual brothers, their
relationship is so strong, affectionate, and righteous. Their deeds have become stories

\told for generation since. /
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