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The call of the drums 
The school bell rang, and I waited for my mother to pick me up at the school gate as usual. 

Looking at the 3-D characters of my school name on the newly painted stone wall, I felt 

inexplicably excited. This is my grandfather's alma mater, as well as my father's. Three 

generations of my family have been educated by this century-old institution. 

I carefully recalled the centenary celebration dinner held last night. Teachers, students and 

alumni participated in the grand event. Reporters and photographers from various media 

outlets competed for interviews, with incessant flashlights flashing in the background. 

The prelude to the dinner was a unique 24-seasons drum performance. On the stage, the 

single-skin drums with the words "Lichun立春", "xia zhi夏至(summer solstice)" and "qiu fen秋

分(Autumn Equinox)" printed on them were lined up on stage. Behind the drums were 

youthful faces. 
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With the start of the drum beat, "yi tong ru" was played, and a smile appeared on the 

faces of the elders. Ah, this drumbeat evokes distant childhood memories, bits and pieces 
popping up in my mind. The strong drum beat went straight to my heart, which made me 

feel awestruck that I have never felt before. The majestic drum sound lasted for ten 

minutes, like galloping horses and rolling thunder in spring, covering the entire auditorium 

and winning thunderous applause from the audience at the end. 
The old coach of the first 24 Seasons Drum Team of our school, although gray-haired, still 

walks energetically up to stage to give a speech, telling the history and origin of the 24 

Seasons Drum with a loud voice. 
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It turns out that the 24 Seasons Drum is a cultural heritage of our country. It has not 

been established for a long time, and it has not experienced a hundred years of maturing, 

but it has already been recognized internationally. It was founded by Chen Huichong and 

Chen Zaifan from our country and named after the twenty-four seasons in China. 

The twenty-four seasons are the "timetable" of the ancient farming era. Crops need to 

follow the rhythm of changing seasons. Therefore, the basic movements of the drums are 
all related to farming, such as transplanting rice, cutting rice, washing rice, celebrating, 

etc. . The most peculiar thing is that there is no drum score for the twenty-four season 

drums. You need to feel the beat and then you can design various movements. Therefore, 

every performance of the 24 seasons drum constantly challenges the creativity of the team 

and drummers. 

https://multilingual-malaysian.github.io/SRJKC_resources/
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My school established the 24 Seasons Drum Team 20 years ago. In the 

early days, the drum team trained in the abandoned teachers' dormitory, 

and was forced to disband due to floods, and fell into a difficult period. 

Fortunately, with the tireless perseverance of the teachers and 

students at the school, they were able to be revitalized (direct translation: 

reborn from the ashes). With the full support and encouragement of the 

villagers, they worked tirelessly and continuously to improve their drum 
skills. 

https://multilingual-malaysian.github.io/SRJKC_resources/
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The old coach said that in 2009, the 24 Seasons Drum was listed as an intangible 
cultural heritage of Malaysia. Many famous 24 Seasons Drum Teams in our country 

were invited to perform abroad to promote the art at the international stage, to 

spread the tradition and heritage. The 24 seasons drum have spread to all five 

continents and have been extended to orphanages in Africa. African children also 

dressed in brightly coloured clothes, not only did they combined the rhythm of 

Western music, but also added impromptu performances, putting on a 

performance with touching drum beats. 
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Under the crowded stage, I listened to the struggles and history of the predecessors, 

and I couldn't help but feel passitionate/emonational, and made a decision... 
I turned my eyes to the crowd and searched for my mother. I couldn't wait to tell my 

mother that I will join the 24 Seasons Drum Team today and hoped to become an 
excellent drummer in the future. The wall behind me with sharp-edged square characters 

is where I start my journey, it is also my unshakable foundation. 

https://multilingual-malaysian.github.io/SRJKC_resources/

