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Chess master’s inner thoughts. 
Teacher Ma: Hello. 
I am an avid reader of your "Trilingual Weekly" column. I have read a lot of your 

"Little Reader's Mailbox" where you replied to difficult and varied issues from the 

letters sent by primary school students. Now I take the liberty to write to you, 

hoping that you can help me solve the issue that is troubling me. 

My father is a chess master. I started learning to play chess when I was four and a 

half years old. I was trained by my father, and my chess skills are better than 

ordinary chess players. My strategy is well thought of, equipped with both offensive 

and defensive moves, and I never lost, just like Zhu Ge Liang in the chess world. This 

year, when I entered the fourth grade, I showed my talents even more. I was 
appointed to participate in the school chess competition, and I even made it to the 
state finals. 

On the day of the final, I held my head high , seeing the game as a match 

between the chess master and a little cricket. I indulged in the fantasy of "feeling 

good about myself". 
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张文轩 

2月15 日 
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My opponent is a boy who is less than 1.3 meters tall. I'm tall and I didn’t take 

him seriously. In the end, in the first round of the final, the little cricket attacked 

me and pushed me into a corner, checkmate! In the second round, I took the 

challenge calmly, but my brain was not working, and I got checkmated again! In 

the third round, I couldn't coordinate my hands and brain at all, so I lost again! In 

the fourth and fifth rounds, I, a victorious general, lost five games in a row under 

the view of spectators! At that time, I felt as terrible as falling from a cliff to the 

bottom of a valley. 

From that day on, I refused to talk to my friends, and deliberately kept a 

distance from my friends on the chess team. I tasted the loss of the "halo effect of 

a victorious general". But whenever I see them talking and laughing, I feel jealous 

and even suspect that they are making fun of me. 

Now I am all alone, and I feel so sad. During recess, I often lean against the wall, 

watching my classmates walk by shoulder to shoulder, talking and laughing. I don't 

want to go on like this, please help me out of this difficult situation! 

Congratulations 
health 

Zhang Wenxuan 
February 15 
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友
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zhǎn

笑
xiào

颜
yán

    马老师 
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Dear Wenxuan: 

Hello. I am touched by your letter, your encounter makes me sympathize with 

you, and worry about you. Your writing is fluent and your points are well 

organized. According to my judgment, you are not only outstanding in chess, but 

also a good student who excels academically. In ancient times, there was a man 

named Xiang Yu, who was a great general and very skilled in war, but he just 
looked down on another person who was weaker than himself-Liu Bang. In order 

to raise his status, Xiang Yu had a bad temper and proclaimed himself "Lord of 

Western Chu" and Liu Bang as "King of Han". At that time, both Xiang Yu and Liu 

Bang were kings. Although Xiang Yu was very powerful and successful, the people 

hated him; on the contrary, Liu Bang, who was always defeated in every battle, 

won the support of the people. 

Do you think the great and domineering Xiang Yu is a successful person? 

You may be arrogant before the chess final, but after losing the game, you turn 

from Zhu Ge Liang to an ostrich hiding from trouble. Wenxuan, don’t you think you 

lost more than just a game if you are like this? 
"Victory and defeat are so common matter in military affairs", you should have 

the right mentality. If you win, don't forget to be humble. If you lose, it is also a 

good opportunity to gain the experience and hone your skills. Aren’t the skills and 

experience learned from the game more valuable than trophies? You should view 

victory and defeat with a calm mind, don't run away. Regain your confidence, and 

bravely walk towards your friends. A true friend will not stay away from you 
because of your failure. 

Wish you 
smile again soon 

Teacher Ma 
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