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Giraffes of the architectural world  
If buildings are regarded as members of the animal kingdom, then high-rise 

buildings that rise into the sky are the “giraffes” of the architectural world. With the 

increasing urbanization around the world, experts predict that the enthusiasm for 

building high-rise buildings in each country will not decrease, and even higher “giraffes” 
may emerge in the future. 

The tallest building in the world in 2017 was the Burj Khalifa. It is 828 meters 
high and is located in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. The Burj Khalifa has a futuristic 
spaceship-like shape, and the base is fully decorated with the Islamic hexagon motif  
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-a six-petal desert flower. The area of the building is equivalent to 17 football fields, 

with housing units, hotels, offices, food courts, etc. On the 76th floor, there is even a 

swimming pool, it’s the highest swimming pool in the world.  

The Taipei 101 has an outer appearance of segments of bamboo, unfolding 

upwards layer by layer, symbolising the expansion of culture and economy. The outer 

layer of the building is adorned with large ancient coin designs, which signifies its 

importance as a financial centre in Taipei. From the observation deck on the 91st floor, 

apart from buildings and temples, one can view the surrounding mountains, lakes, 
forests, and green spaces... It is great that an urbanized city like Taipei still retains its 

green lungs. 
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The twin towers in our country are made up of twin towers with majestic 

appearances, like two large corns. It was opened in 1997 and is a landmark of Kuala 
Lumpur. The 58-meter-long sky bridge between the 41st and 42nd floors connects the 

two towers like a rainbow crossing, symbolising our country's path to a prosperous 

future. 
An iconic building can often light up a city. These “giraffes” from the architectural 

world issue warm invitations to all, hoping for more friends from all over will come and 

experience the local culture and sentiments. 
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Anshun Leaning Tower is located in the center of Anshun City, Perak. It is the one 

and only leaning Tower in Malaysia. The leaning tower was built in 1885 based on 

Chinese-style architecture. It was designed and built by local Chinese. The tower is 25.5 
meters high and looks like it has 8 floors but in fact, there are only 3 floors inside. 

This leaning tower was originally used as a water reservoir to supply water to the 

locals. Due to the flooding of the Perak River between 1889 and 1895, the soil became 

soft after long-term flooding and caused the tower to gradually tilt and sink into the soil, 

becoming what it is today . The tower is no longer used for water storage. 

At present, the Leaning Tower of Anshun functions as a bell tower and is listed as a 

historical monument managed by the National Museum. It has become a landmark of 

Anshun City and has attracted many tourists. 
Note: Anshun city is also known as Teluk Intan (previously known as Teluk Anson) 
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