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ﬁvering one’s ear and stealing the bell. \
During the Warring States Period, Zhi Bo from the kingdom of Jin killed the Fan family and
looted| all the gold coins, jewelry and other valuable belongings. However, there is a big,

brown, courtyard| of Fan's house.

One day, a }thieﬂ ‘wandered around Fan's house and found the big bell. He thought to
himself: This big bell must be very valuable, and he must find a way to it. However, this
bell is so big and heavy that he cannot carry it on his back. What should he do?

The greedy thief thought and thought, and decided to break the bell with a
before bringing the pieces home. So he found a big hammer and strike the bell with all his

might. "Boom—" There was a loud ring, and the thief in fright.
He finally stopped to take a breath, he thought: This is no good, such a loud sound will

attract people. He thought of a way: I'll find a piece of cloth to [plug my ears|, then we won’t
be to hear the sound, will we?
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/The thief plugged his ears, went back to Fan's house, picked up a big hammer and strik}
the big bell. Boom... Boom...The loud bell woke up the neighbours, and before the thief

could break the bell, they surrounded the thief to stop him from . The little thief
didn't realize that he had done , and was puzzled why people around him

could still hear the sound after he had plugged his ears.
Later generations used the "covering one's ears and stealing the bell" as a
metaphor to describe someone who made a mistake but tried to [cover it up}, thinking that
@ers do not know, when in fact is just ‘deceiving himself and others‘. /
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@ing the boat to find the missing sword. \
There was a in the state of Chu. One day, he took a boat across the river to m
his friend|. When the boat reached the middle of the river, suddenly there was a strong wind
and the boat ‘rocked left and right‘ together with the big waves. Accidentally the warrior’s
that was fastened to his waist fell into the river.

The warrior anxiously stretched out his hands to fish out his sword from the river, but the
wind was strong, the waves were high, and the waters was rough, there was no trace of the

sword! The warrior can't swim, so he can only |stare blankly| at the fierce river, thinking: What

should | do?
a small knife from his pocket, and

Suddenly, he
on the side of the boat, it is the place where the sword slipped into the waters. Once they

reach land, he was planning to ask someone ‘good at swimming| to follow the carved mark on
Woat to |dive into the waters‘ to find his lost sword. /
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